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Grant White, 6 
Graduating from kindergarten to first grade at Rollan Melton Elementary School

Q: “What’s the best part and the worst part about summer vacation?”

A: “I think the best part is having no school. The worst part is getting in 
trouble all the time.”

Matthew Bradley, 11
Entering sixth grade at Billinghurst Middle School

Q: What will you miss most about school during summer vacation? 
What are you looking forward to when you return?

A: “I’ll miss hanging out with my friends at recess, and Mrs. Kroll on 
Wednesdays after-school math tutoring. She’s the nicest. I’m nervous, 
but looking forward to starting middle school at Billinghurst, and seeing 
all my friends from fifth grade.”

Olivia Hernandez, 18
Class of 2011, TMCC High School

Q: What will you miss about high school, and what are you most looking 
forward to in the future? 

A: I think the thing I am going to miss about high school is the simplicity 
of it all. When you’re in school, everything is laid out for you. Your day is 
planned, your meals are taken care of. When we are in school, we hate 
it, and we long for freedom. But now, as I look back on it, I yearn for the 

simple perfection of knowing exactly how your day is going to go. On the other hand, I am 
really looking forward to being in control of my future; I decide what I’m going to do, I decide 
where I’m going to go. It’s scary, yet exhilarating. 

[ Campus Buzz ]

As a graduate of Roy Gomm Elementary School, 
Swope Middle School and Reno High School, Reno 
native Christiana Frank acknowledges benefiting from 
a great education — with perhaps one missing element.

“I think I mostly learned to present and 
communicate through life and experiences,” she recalls. 
“So I saw an opportunity to bring that kind of teaching 
to school-age children, to fill a gap in arts education 
that wasn’t just about drama, but about life lessons and 
confidence.” 

Her passion for the arts and communication led 
her to explore her own educational opportunities at 
Juilliard in New York City, and then at Yale. And her 
passion for the community brought her back to Reno to 
teach these life lessons to local children. 

Frank started KidScape Productions as a means of 
teaching local children about confidence, life skills and 
self-esteem. Since its beginnings, KidScape has been 
working in cooperation with the Washoe County School 

District in different capacities, just recently expanding 
to Clark County as well.

The professional acting program is for children 3 
and older and specializes in drama workshops that use 
speech, movement, improvisation, character and plot 
development to teach students acting, communication, 
verbal and social skills.

“It’s incredible to watch the kids come out of their 
shells throughout the workshops,” says April Kasper, 
program director for KidScape. “Just watching their 
voices develop shows the confidence they learn: 
They’ll start with a whisper in day 1, and then they’re 
projecting and shouting by the end.” 

The curriculum base, according to Frank, is called a 

[ Extracurricular ]

Drama much? 
KidScape Productions offers life lessons through  
dramatic techniques
By Mikalee Byerman

“yes and…” theory, which means students agree to a 
circumstance as presented to them (a scene setting or a 
particular dramatic twist, for example) and then add on 
to make the experience personal and relevant.

“The students make the outcomes,” says Michelle 
MacKay, lead instructor and curriculum supervisor. 
“We’re there to work with them as they find their voice 
and develop their own sense of confidence.”

KidScape holds summer camps, after-school 
workshops and community shows. But Frank says 
she’s also focusing on trying to incorporate curriculum 
during instructional hours, as the core concepts taught 
through lessons lead to better outcomes for students. 

“My goal is to enhance what’s already going on in the 
classroom with added skill sets like presentation skills, 

diction, problem solving and conflict resolution,” 
Frank says. “The focus of our program 
is to not just address the here and 
now, but for the kids to understand 

how different aspects of the games 
we play apply today in school and 
tomorrow in their careers.”

Students learn to make eye contact, 
to speak to small and large groups, to 

project and to creatively solve problems. 
And parents are brought along on the 

journey, receiving weekly emails that outline 
the skill sets addressed and describing the games 

that serve to teach the concepts.
“During the first day of a new class, we challenge 

the kids to tell us a job where communication isn’t 
important,” Kasper says. “It doesn’t exist.” 

Frank agrees, adding that developing these skills will 
prepare them for a successful future.

“In life, you’ve got to be able to think on your feet,” 
Frank says. “We’re here to help them find their voice, 
have fun and succeed.”

Parents or teachers looking for more information 
about KidScape Productions, including a calendar of 
upcoming workshops, can call 787-3900 or visit www.
KidScapeProductions.com.

junior thespians
These future stars of the stage have participated in KidScape 
Productions workshops.

“It’s incredible to watch the kids come out of their 
shells throughout the workshops.” — April Kasper

June 10
Melio Gaspari Water Play Park
The park is open June 10 through Aug. 29. It 
includes a giant sunflower sprinkler, spilling 
buckets, a water tower and “spitting” horses. 
Hours are from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Thursdays, and from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. Lazy 5 
Regional Park is at 7100 Pyramid Way, Spanish 
Springs. Cost: $3 and free for children 3 and 
younger. Details: 775-424-1804. 

June 11
Every Dragon has a Tale
Reno artist and storyteller Kathleen Durham 
brings her hand-crafted dragons and dragon 
stories to the Dragons and Dinos exhibit at 
1 p.m. June 11 at Wilbur D. May Museum & 
Arboretum, 1502 Washington St. Cost: TBD. 
Details: 775-785-5961. 

June 19
Mindfulness Family Day
Join Heather Sundberg for an afternoon of 
songs, stories and activities for practicing 
mindfulness and nonharming in our families. 
Program includes meditation and discussion 
for parents. It takes place from 11 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. June 19 at River School, 7777 White Fir St. 
Cost: $35 for two or $50 per family. Note: No 
one will be turned away from lack of funds. 
Details: Blair at 775-786-7842. 

June 20
Journeys 2011
Girls Scouts offers a summer day camp for 
girls in first through sixth grades from June 20 
through July 29. The camp meets from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Friday at Brookfield 
School. Cost: $80 per week, plus a $12 
membership fee for non-members. Details: 
gssn.org/programs/camp-wasiu-ii/day-camp.

Graduating Buzz 
Local kids in transition chat about summer vacation

[ Calendar ]


